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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


THE RELATION OF THE PRESENT MOMENT ‘TO THE REVE- 
LATION OF GOD'S WILL 


He who walks in the renov: ited) way of life, and really lives iu the truth 


and essence of that better way, bas virtually, and perhaps we may say, bas 


really ceased from all natural desires, That is to. say, NATURE has beeome 
GRACE, and all the desires of nature are fulfilled in the one and comprehen- 
sive desire of fuliilling the will.of God. The will of God may be said to be 
the clement in which the truly holy uvin exists. is 

This, we may reasonably suppose, is sutliciently obvious, Nevertheless, 


isa remark not unfrequently made, that we are ignorant, in a multitude of 


cases, What the will of God is; and that our disposition to do tis will is ren- 
dered ineffectual by our want of knowledge. This view wil be found to be 
less plausible‘on examination than it is at {irst sight. 


It is proper to remark, in the first place, that the wil of God may. be 


regarded in a two-fold aspeet, viz. as general and specific. “We take it for 


granted that all persons who are truly interested in’ the cause of religion, 
harmonize, in a considerable degree, with what may be called the general 
features of God’s will. They may be said, in the general sense of the terms, 
to love his cause, to desire its advancement, and to wish well te the various 
benevolent movements that are subordinate to its advancement. but it ds 
very obvious that something more than this,— that much more than this, 

wanted to constitute a holy character. In order to constitute such a charac- 
ter, it is necessary that cur desires should correspond with the purposes of 
God, as they are developed in particulars. requisition: which our 
heavenly Father makes upon us, even to the moving of a finger, must be 


et with a harmonious consent on our part. ‘The slightest disc ord between 
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our souls and the will of God, as developed and interpreted in his moment- 
arily occurring providences, is a discord, a waut of harmony, between our 
souls and God himself. | 

The question then arises, [low shall we know the will of God specifically 
or in particular cases? ‘The answer, which we propose as a satistuctory one 
to a considerable extent, is, that God always meets us with a specific revele- 
tion of his will in the events or providences of the present moment. Ip 
other words, the events of God’s providence, just so far as they give Us infor- 
mation at all, are to be regarded as an expression ef his will. And so far as 
they do not give us information of themselves, they furnish a basis of iior- 


They give us all the facts wineh 


‘are neeessary tous. And the decision which we make in view of them, if: 


onr hearts are fully consecrated t6 God and if we look for his guidance in 
true faith, will necessarily be a decision which the divine will approves. In 
other words, it will be the divine will to us. God will assuredly accept us, 
if in the exercise of a humble and strong faith we seek to be guided, in view 
of the facts which his providence presents. — bo 
Tt will be seen at once that this view gives a great Importance to the 
present moment. It is obvious that the tacts of God’s providence which 
have relation to a particular course of conduet, cannot be fully developed till 
the moment of taking that course arrives, the preeise moment of action, the 
present moment. Consequently we are notat liberty to pronounce Whiat the 
will of God is, in relation to such course of action, until the present moment, 


as we may couveniently, designate the precise period of action, has come. 


In order to know whatis right and duty, we must have ain the facts; but 


ho moment, antecedent to the present moment, or the precise moment of 
action, can give them. We cannot tell to-day absolutely what may be our 
duty to-morrow, becatise we have not as yet all the facts which God’s provi- 


dence will lay betore us, and which are Obviously necessary to the foundation 


of an absolute or positive Judgment. When the time comes, as already inti- 


canated, We shall have allthe facts before us. And although we may have 


approximated a decision befure, in other words may have formed a probable 
opinion from the light we had, itis evident that we must decide absolutely 
and permanently what duty is, at the very moment.when duty is to be per- 
formed, And duty, itis obvious, is only another expression tor the will of God, 

It is hardly necessary to say here, that the doctrine which has been laid 
down, When itis rightly understood, is in accordanee with numerous pussa- 
ges of Scripture, * Take, therefore,” says the Savior, Sno thought for the 


morrow; for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself Sufti- 


the day is the evil Behold, now is the aecepted 


now is the day of salvation.” 
In view of what Las been said, we preeeed to make a number of remarka. 
1. And we observe, in the first place, that one practical result of the prin- 
ciples Which have been Ind down, is, that we should not be over confident in 


the expression of Opinions on things which are partly future. Itis evident 
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from what has been said, that in ordinary cases of human conduct, we ean- 
not pronounce positively what the will of God is, until the motuent of spe- 


cific action to which the will of God relates, and which itis destined to- 


direct, shall actually arrive. This is a state of things which has the obvious 


advantage of being opposed to self-confidence and rash judgemeuts, and of. 


being favorable to forbearance, charity and humility. Henee itis that very 


holy men, ina multitude of cases, defer their judgments; while others, who 


care less holy, are prompt in deciding, The first. ¢lass of persons, it is true, 
see the light dawning ; God is gradually giving them intimations of what his 
will is likely to be; but they are kept in the posture of child-like madecistion, 
of humble waiting and inquiry, and cannot say that they know any thing 
With positive certainty of the personal duties that are before them, until the 
arrival of the decisive moment, the moment of action, the mome nt in God's 


unalterable providence, which brings with it developements that no other: 


“gti nt ever did or ean, 

We observe again, itis of the Which has been nid 
to keep men steady In their position In life; We mean, in that position 
in which God's providence has placed them, In the order of that divine 


and beautital providence, (a providence which, though revealed in time, had . 
its birth in eternity, and was born from infinite wisdom,) there can hardly be | 


a doubt in the mind of hit to whom God is allin all, that every moral being, 
Whether high or low, has his talent, his vocation and. his place. Poo often 
the natural mind, inflated with self conceit, and rendered) rebellious by sel- 
fishness, is dissatisfied with what God has ¢iven it, and is restless also in the 
position in Which God has placed it. ft has nota’ single eve, looking ever 
to the pole star of God’s will; but it sees things distorted and double, and is 
driven nbout hither and thither im the “miultiplieiy” (that is to say, amid the 
Inultiplic motives, always conflicting because always filse.) of the live of 
self, Such a person is always chauging. But he who lives in the divine 
moment stands firm. Wowever poor, suffering, and unhionored he may be, 
he is willing to wait patiently where he is, ull the moment of God, written 
over WIth the words and Inscriptions of lis holy providence, reveals the 
Interpreting eye of the inward light the divine order of his departure. 

3. In view of the prine iple s Which have been advanecd, we make another 
reinark, viz., that we are not at liberty to attach ourselves strongly to plans of 
action, By a plan ofaction we understand a general course of wetion Which 
Will embrace many particulars, We are at liberty, from time to time, to 
fornisuch planus. But itis obvious that the ability to carry them into EXCCU- 


tion, depends upon the developements of God's providence, step by step, and: 


moment by moment. Ged's providence may reveal to Us that it is acrecable 
to his will that we should form a plan; but Lis providence does pot reveal 
to us that we shall have life and ability to carry it into effeet in its suecessive 
particulars, until the times or periods of fultifling those partiedlars sucees~ 
sively arrive. We enter upon the proseeution of the plan, therefore, know- 
ing nothing as to its ultimate fulfilime mt, exeept as God shall show his will 
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and give us ability in the successive steps of its progress, God may step us 
atany one moment, and he may have vood reasons for so doing, however far 
we may have advanced. Therefore, we ought to sit loosely to every thing, 
except the present moment. We ought not to permit cur affections to 
become enlisted, as they are very apt to be. We should enter upon the plan 
in accordance with God’s will; we should advanee step by step in  aecord 
ance with his will: and without the least emotion of disappointment or dis- 
pleasure, we should stop tn ace ordaince with his will; which we cannot well 
do, if we let our affections go in advance of the divine moment, Which is the 
prese nt motnent, and clei ave to objec ts whieh have not as yet recely ed the 
divine sanction, | 

4. We see, further, that the doctrine of “Living BY THE MOMENT,’ which 
ix the doctrine generally adopted by persons who have had deep experience 
in sanctification, has a real and permanent foundation, and ought to be uni- 
versally reeeived and putin practice. No oman tives: well Who lives out of 
the will of God. No oman lives ine the will of God who anticipates the 
divine moment or moment of actual duty, by making up a positive decision 


before it arrives, or by delaying a decision until after its departure. We 


must meet God there, and stand in his will there, or meet him no where, and 
stand out of his will every where. If, therefore, we would live in the will of 
God, we must conforms to that beautiful andésacred) order, in whieh his will 
is made known. In other words, if it is our sincere desire to lite in the- 


divine will, it seems to follow that we must live by the moment, 


» ‘This doctrine keeps the mand fixed. to God alone. Every moment pre- 
Sents our blessed. Maker betore us, with the | facts of his providence all 
arranged and convergent to‘one point, and requiring of us asmoral agents 


a prouipt decisions God isin that momentas it arrives: lis unseen pres- 


enee is embodied in that small point of time; he speaks to us in the still 


voice: we hear and reply with a corre <ponde nt heart and action, 


is Well; if we do. not listen and obey, he is gone from: us; and an eternity 


to come cannot remigd ys the loss of that one moment. This doctrine not 
only keeps the mind fixed to God alone, but Itmakes us place our happiness 


ein God alone. Standing in the will of God as our true pesition, and adoypt- 


Ine the will of God as our tue and ouly guide, we cannot look tor happiness 
any Where else if we would. And it we Were at liberty to do it, no where 


else should we find at. 


Pinally, it is a result of the principles whieh have been laid down 
When they are put in practiee, that they preserve Us from the very considera- 
ble evil, (certainly a cousiderable evil in its bearings on holiness of life.) of 
reflexttels of mind, that is, of returns of the upon itself) the 
of self-condemmation or of selferatulation, and in other ways whieh might 
be tnentioned. "This result seems to follow trom the thet that, on the svstem 
of living by the moment, the inind always has before itself a present objeet, 
and that the object fully oceupies aud: absorbs the amind, be 


‘ause God 
is present in it. 


presume itis a reasonable supposition that huinds 
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of angels and other holy beings in another state of existence are free from 
all such reflex acts as have been referred to. ‘They have no disposition, in 
their present state of feeling, to be: looking back on the past, either in the 
way of scli-condemmation, er of sel gratulation, or even of selt-inquiry. To 
be frequently thinking even of their holiness, by means of reflex acts whieh 
would necessarily turn them away from the contemplation of God's: blessed 
will, would be equally dangerous and uunatural. Their faces, therefore, are 
turned continually in one direction; their motion is continually ouward ; 
like the mystic beings of the vision. of Lezekiel, of Whom itis said.“ They 
turned not when they went; they every one went straight forward.” And 
such, it is reasonable to suppose, was the ease with Jesus Christ in his 
humanity. Elis meatand drink Was, not to think about limselfand his teel- 
ings, but.todo the will of his heavenly Father. His heart, his whole being, 
was consolidated to one object. This is the necessary law ot truly holy 
beings, because the divine moment, considered as not vet culled ito exist- 


ence, Is always in advanee, always before and not behind us; and when 
God’s order it rises up to the surface, and reveals itself frome the outspread. 


ocesn of comming time, it always occupies the whole theaght and fecling. 
God is there; and, therefore, the soul-thatis given to God ts theres and there 
it finds enough to-oceupy, to fill it, Thus, on the principles which lave 
been laid down, it is hardly possible, in the case of a sanctified soul, that 
there should be any looking back. Such a soul is disburdened alike of the 
world without and the world within, is nde ready, and 
eirded for action. It looks towards God aud God alone, aud its movement is 
upward, onward and unchangeable. | The 
| | 
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SELECT THOUGHTS. 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF ANTONTA BOURIGNON., 


The love of God does not consist in a mere sensible devotion, 
but such a love of him in his nature, and as Ife is in himself, as 
makes us still tend to be transformed into his image, and partak- 
crs of his divine nature. 

Jesus Christ does not bid us learn of Him to raise the dead, to 
heal the sick, or to work other miracles ; but he bids US EXpress- 
ly — Learn of Him to be meek, gentle, and lowly in heart. 

Be not curious to spy the faults of others; for every one must 
labor for his own perfection, and is not to yield an account of 
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ment out of God, from whom they proceeded. 
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his brother. Live so as if you had nothing else to do, but to. 


perfect your own soul, and to fulfill the will of God ; for nothing 
concerns you but this. 
‘True meekness is an inward peace —a repowe of conscience — 
a tranquillity of mind that resides in the bottem of the soul. 
Behold what that meekness contains, that Jesus Christ tells us we 
must learn of Hin. ‘The first fundamental means to obtain this 


peace, is absolutely to desire and will it. Secondly, You must 
endeavor to remove all sort of hindrances which retard this 
peace, repose and tranquillity of mind. These hindrances are in 


our corrupt nature, Which must be resisted and overcome. If we 
would be meek and humble, as Jesus Christ teaches, we must of 


necessity deny ourselves; since our corrupt nature hath nothing. 
but bitterness and fretting, which breeds a man trouble in his 


mind, disquiet in his will, and contention with his neighbor. 

who is content with-dittle, has no need of latch, and 1s 
more joyful in his recollection of spirut, than if he were in the 
nost diverting company. 

Only the love of God. is capable fully to satisfy our souls ; for 
they are little divinities, which cannot meet with: full content- 
This is the way 
to make you free, that vou may love God with all your heart; for 
as soon as your affections shall be withdrawn from all the erea- 
tures, they will assuredly be carried to. love God, their Creator ; 
for the love of God is the ¢ Tement of our soul, in which alone it 


can live, and recreate, and repose itself, This love of God is 


the true centre of our souls, into which they fall of themselves, 
so soon as they are disengaged of other aflections 


, Which are all 
in Vain. 


So soon as you feel an affection for any thing that 


is not God, break it off quickly ; for itis a chain that keeps 


you out of your element. 


If you would be Christ's disciple, é and become a true Christian, 
embrace, as he did, all the miseries of this present life ; 


bear pa- 
tiently all that befalls you contrary to your own will; 


above 


all, deny yourself, as Jesus Christ, your Captain, taught and prac- 


tised. We made war in all things against the inchuitiiins of cor- 
rupt nature. ~ For, because they tend always to greatness, and to 
receive honor. He chose meanness and contempt; and because 
they are bent always to covet riches, he would be poor; und be- 
cause they seek alw: ays their ease and pleasure, Le chose uneasi- 
hess and sufferings. So that he. crushed always the inclinations 
of corrupt nature ; constraining it by the yoke and bridle of the 
love of God, and doing every thing contrary to the Inclinations 
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of this corrupt nature. Behold your Captain, who marches be- 
fore you, and who ealls you to follow Him, saying, He that will 


come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and. fol- 
low me. 


It is nothing to feel temptations, theugh they should continue 
all the days of our life. provided we do not consent to them, 
They signify no more than smoke that vanishes in the air. It is 
not very agreeable, but it ean do him no harm who comes 
near it. Even so is it with the temptation of the devil - 
ishes if we do hot follow it. [tis the devil’s work to tempt, but 
man's s to resist it. 


Undertake nothing but that which you can well do with or der 
and quietness of spirit. 


The Bible is the Rev of a love — the expression 
of Jehovah’s grace to sinners — the depository of heavenly bless- 
ings — the shaving of our hizhest privileges. The Bible is the 


religion of protestants — the clory of our poor 


mans friend. livery thing subline in conception, and tender in 
expression is to be found in the sacred Scriptures. 3 

The eternal Jehovah has there revealed himself, as athed with 
majesty and honor; glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 


wonders ; of purer eyes than to behold tiquity: in whose sight 
the heavens are not clean: and there he has manifested forth his. 


glory, as mighty to save; forgiving iniquity, tpahogronmion, anid 
sin. 

In that blessed volume, merey Is scen to arrest the arm of jus- 
tice, and all the tenderness of the Father is displayed in the per 
‘son of the Son. Love breathes throughout its sacred pages ; for 
even when he declares, “ As many as I love, I rebuke peer 
chasten,’—the severe proof is but “the graver countenance: of 
love.’ Can we then neglect the Scriptures, which contain the 
richest treasures ; compared with which, all else is poor indeed. 

When the Creator of the world becomes an author, lis word 
must be as perfect as Ins work. The heavens declare the elory 
of God, and so does the volume of his truth. To the humble 
seeker ise God, the Lord makes himself known as a God of 
crace and»mercy; for the Scriptures are able to make us Wise 
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
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The Spirit no sooner applies the truth as it is in Jesus, with 
power to the heart, than the desert is made to rejoice and to 


blossom as the rose; the soul is beautified with salvation, and all — 


its powers are consecrated to the service of its Redeemer ; *‘ for 
the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimo-_ 


ny of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple ; the statutes of 


the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.” Hence, David, from hap- 
py experience, could say, ‘By them is thy servant warned, and 


in keeping of them there is great reward.” 


Before his resurrection, Jesus | prayed in behalf of his disciples, 
“Holy Father, sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is 
truth.’ And after his resurrection, by his own Almighty Power, 


he’ opened their understanding, to understand the Scriptures. 


Happy then shall we be, if, in unison with the Psalmist, we can 
say, “O how love I thy law, it is my meditation all the day. Thy 
testimonies are my delight and my counsellors. Open thou 


mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law 
Thy word hath 


Kor the Guide to C hristian Perfection. 
THY WIL L BE DONE. 


The child of God should not repine | 
When earthly sorrows come; 
Whate’er befalleth me or mune,» 
Thy wall, O God be done. 


Tn all the trials that we meet, 
We will thy goodness see; 

So make our prayer and praise more sweet, 
And bring us higher thee. 


Thou art my hope, my life, my all; 
The cup my Father gave, 

Shall I not drink it at his call, 
Since my soul to save. 


—O Jet me rather prize the smart, 
And kiss the chastening rod, 
And welcome, with rejoicing heart, 


The providence of God. | PL. 
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From the Pittsburg Christian Advocate. 
ONTIRE SANCTIPICATION, 


I. WORD DEFINED. 

‘The word sanctification has a tw ofold sienification. It signifies 
first, a consecration, or sctting apart to any particular purpose, 
and God’s children are set apart to lis service. And no pro- 
fessed lover of Christ can object to this definition. 

— But it is used also, to signify purification, or cleansing ; and as 
Methodists, we believe that it Is our privilege to be » cleansed 


from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and this belief accords 
with the will of God, for, saith the apostle, *Phis is the will of. 


God, even your nell teil And certainly we have the ad- 
vantage of our friends who do not believe it their privilege to 
be made perfect Christians in this life. For if the blessing is at- 


tainable at all, it is more probable that those will seck after and 


find it, who believe it attainable, than those who think It beyond 
their reach, 

— The foregoing definition does not include the idea that we are 
to look for absolute perfection, which belongs to God ; or angclic 
perfection, or perfection that will throw us beyond temptation Or 
the infirmities of our natures. ‘The weakness of human nature 
will always | be feltan this life, and Satan will constantly be en- 
saged in tempting us to let go our hold on Christ and his promise. 


we may become perlect hristians: have our ‘hearts cleansed 


from all sin, and filled with all the. fulness of God.’ This 1s what 
we mean by entire sanctification. | 


Mr. Wesley says that Christian is, the loving God 


with all our heart, mind, soul and streneth. "This implies that 
no wrong temper, hone contrary to love, remarns in the soul; and 
that all the thoughts, words aud actions, are governed by pure 

Mr. Fletcher says The perfe ction we preach is nothing bat 
perfect. repentance, perfect faith, and perfect love, productive 
of gracious tempers, which St. Paul himself describes. Cor, 13. 


hy, Clarke says:—This perfection ts the restoration of man to. 


the state-of holiness from which he fell, by creating him anew in 
Christ Jesus, and restoring to him that image and likeness of 
God which a has lost. Another author says, that *C hristianity 
being the doctrine of Christ, we infer that Christian perfection 
implies a conformity to the will of Christ, in all that relates to 
inward and outward holiness, to the temper of our minds, and 
the conduct of our lives.’ We use the terms perfection, sanctl- 
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fication, and holiness, synonymously, or interchangeably ; and 
consider, that they imply first a work, and secondly a state; 
namely, a cleansing from sin, and setting apart to a holy use; 
also the death of sin, the life of righteousness, and habits of obe- 
dience. 
If. Is this work wrought in us instantaneously or gradually 
Mr. Wesley answers -—Perhaps it may be oradually wrought 
‘in some. I mean in this sense: they do not advert to the partic- 
ular moment wherein sin ceases to be. But it ds infinitely desi- 
rable, were it the will of God, that it should be done instantane- 
ously: that the Lord should destroy sin by the breath of his 
mouth, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. And so he 
| generally does —a plain fact, of which there is evidence enough 
to satisfy an unprejudiced person, — | 
As this 1 is the work of God, why should we contend, that it re- 
quires a great length of time to accomplish it? Time can be 
nothing to him, who can do as much in a moment as in an age. 
So that, whatever may be the experience: of some individuals, 
there can be no necessity of supposing that God must be either 
years, or months, or days, 1 in accomplishing this work. One day 
or one moment with lim, is as a thousand years. If many good 
‘men have failed in securing this blessing, though seeking for 
vears, it is because they have not been faithful in seeking it, 


‘thou sh faithful in all things else. Now is God’s time ; 
his salvation.” 


“day 
His word, not the experience of those Whose 
attainments are small, ts Wie criterion by which we are to be 
governed, 


It]. ‘This view of the subject agrees. with the doctrine of con- 
stant growth in grace. 


But how is it that we may be fully sanctified at once,.and still 
goon to, perfection 


Answer. The body of sin may die, be i anal never re- 


vive, and of course must have died at some particular time, and 
can never be more than dead ; but the righteousness by which 
the spirit lives, may continue endlessly to increase. 

A plant mi y be a perfect plant, though bat in embryo 
may need culture and constant nourishment; so as. to keep it 
alive, and facilitate its growth. The babe may be as perfect in 
all its parts, as the man, but not as complete in degree. ‘Time is | 
required in both cases, to bring perfection in degree, though tliere 
Was a particular moment when the work of perfection, in relation 

to parts, was completed. So with babes in Christ, the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty. ‘There is a particular moment 
when they are freed from sin: when the old man is put off and 
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crucified ; but “the new man may be renewed day by day.” 
So that it resembles the gcerminating power mn vegetation, that 
unfolds itself in buds, and "biossotits, and fruits, contaming with- 
in it, as in an embryo state, the rudiments of all true virtue ; 
which, striking deep its roots, though feeble and lowly in its be- 
ginnings s, silently progressive, and almost insensibly maturing, yet 
will shortly, even in the bleak temperature of this world, lift up 
its head and spread abroad its branches, bearing abundant fruits. 

IV. But when are we to expect this work to be done? 

Some suppose not until at or near the moment of our death. 
‘But against this supposition Mr. Watson argues thus :— 

1. We nowhere find the promises of entire sanctification re- 
stricted to the article of death, either expressly, or in fair refer- 
ence, from any passage of Holy Scripture. 


2. That we nowhere find the cire umstances of the soul's union 


with the body represented as a nec essary obstacle to its entire ar 


| sanctification. 

3. The doctrine before us is disproved, by those passazes 
which connect our entire sanctification with subsequent habits 
and acts, to be exhibited in the conduct of believers before death. 
As in Rom vii— ‘knowing this, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” And the 
exhortation in 2 Cor. vi. 1, and in 1 Thess. v. 23, the apostle 


prays for’ the sanctification of the Thessalonians <, and then for 


their preservation in that hallowed state, unto Ue coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. It is disproved, also, by all the passages which require us to 
bring forth those graces and virtues which are usually. calle d the 
fruits of the Spirit. That these are to be produced « during our 
life, and to be displayed by our conduct and spirit, cannot be 
doubted ; and we may then ask whether they are required of us 
in perfection and maturity? If so, in this degree of maturity and 
perfection, they necessarily suppose the entire sanctification of the 
sy from the opposite and antagonist evils. 

The doctrine of the necessary indwelling of sin in the soul 
til death, involves other anti-scriptural consequences. It sup- 
poses that the seat of sin is in the flesh, and thus harmonizes with 
the pagan philosophy, which attributed all evil to matter. “The 
doctrine of the Bible, on the contrary, is, that the scat of sin is 
In. the soul; and it makes it one of the proofs of the fall and cor- 
ruption of sur fallen nature, that we are in bondage to the appe- 
tites and notions of the flesh. Nor does the theory which places 
the necessity of sinning in the connection of the soul with the 
body, account for the whote moral case of man. There are sins, 
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as pride, covetousness, malice, and others, which are wholly spirit- 
ual; and yet no exception is made in this doctrine of the neces- 
sary continuance of sin till death as to them. There is surely, 

no need to wait for the separation of the soul from the body, in — 


order to be saved from evils which are the sole offspring of the 


spirit, and yet these are made as inevitable as the sins which more 
immediately connect themselves with. the excitements of the ani- 
mal nature. | | 

We conclude, therefore, as to the time of our complete 
sanctification, or to use the phrase of the apostle Paul, “the 
destruction of the body of sin,” that it can neither be referred” 


to the hour of death, nor placed subsequently to this present life. 


V. Is this work wrought in us at the moment of our Justifica- | 
tion ? 
To this question Mr. Wesley answers in the following bai tis 


_ guage : In the moment a man ts justified, sanctification begins, 


yet sin remains in him, yea, the seed of all sin, ull he is gniictified 
throughout. And Mr. Fletcher says that the same spirit of fatth 
which initially purifies our hearts when we cordially believe’ the 


pardoning love of God completely cleanses them, when we fully 


believe his sanctifying love. 

[n our Discipline the following questions are proposed to those 
who are to be admitted to deacon’s orders amongst us:—Ifave 
you faith in Christ? Are you going on to perfection? Do you 
expect to be made perfect in love in this life: Are you groaning | 
after it?) From these sourees we learn that the doctrine of the 
M. Kk. Church on this subject is, that the work of sanctification is 
not finished, but only commences at the time of our justification. | 
And hence it is the duty of justified persons to seek entire deliv- 
erance from inbred sin, as a second and distinct blessing. 

Mr. Watson quotes the following passages on this point. 
| Thess. v. 23, And the very God of peace sanctify you Wholly, 
and [ pray God your whole spirit, and soul and body be preserv ed 
blameless unto the coming of out Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Cor. vii. 
1, Having these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God. In both these passages, deliverance from sin is 
the subject spoken of; and the prayer in one case, and the exhor- 
tation in the other, go to the extent of the entire sanctification of 
the soul and spirit, as well as the flesh or body, from all sin; by 
which can only be meant our complete deliverance from all spirit- | 
ual pollution, all inward depravation of the heart, as well as that 
which, expressing itself outwardly by the indulgence of the senses, 
18 called ‘“filthiness of the flesh.” 
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VI. Scripture proof of entire sanctification. 
The following summary from Mr. Wesley’s writings, is all we 
can introduce here. 


He shall redeem Israel from all his Sins, Ps. exxx. This. 


is more largely expressed in Ezekiel: “Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols will I cleanse you; I will also save you 
from all your uncleanness,” xxxvi. 25, 29. No promise can be 


more clear. And to this the apostle: plainly refers in that exhor-. 


tation: “ Having these promises, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the ‘flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 


God.” 2 Cor. vil, 1. Equally clear and express is that ancient 


promise: ‘The Lord thy God will circumcise thy heart, and 
the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul.’ Deut. xxx. 6. 


Question. But does any assertion answerable to this occur in- 


| the New Testament? 


Answer. There does, and. that laid down in the 


terms. See l John iii. 8. “For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil,” 
without any imitation or restriction: but all sin is the work of 


the devil. Parallel to which is the assertion of St. Paul :—_ 


«Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it, that he might 
present it to himself a clorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any wich thing, but that it might be holy and without blemish.” 


Eph. v. 


And ri aw same cffect is his assertion in Rom. vill. 3. A. “God > 


sent his Son that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled i In 
us, Who walk not after ‘the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

Question. Does the New Testament atlord any further ground 
for expecting to be saved from all sin ? 


Answer. Undoubtedly it does; both in those prayers and com- | 


-mands, which are equivalent to the strongest assertions. 

Question, What prayers do you mean? 

Answer. Prayers for entire sanctification ; which, were there 
no such thing, would be mere mockery of God. “Such 3 in partic- 
wee are, 

Deliver us from evil.” Now when this is done, when we 
are “delivered from all evil, there can be no sin remaining. 

2. «Neither pray [ for these alone, but for them also who shall 
believe on me through their word ; ‘that they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
inus; [ in them, and thou in me, and they may be made perfect 
none.” John xvii. : 20-23. 
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3. “I bow my knees unto the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that he would grant you that ye, being rooted .and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend, with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and _ to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye may 
be filled with all the fullness of God.” Eph. i. 14, &e. i 

4. *‘The very God of peace sanctify you wholly. And I pray 
God, your whole spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless un- 
to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1.Thes. v. 23. 


Question. hah command is there to the same effect ? 
Answer. « Be ye perfect, as your Father who is in heaven 
1S Matt, v. 48. 


. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all rg heart, and 
m9 all thy soul, and with all thy mind,” Matt. xxii.: 27. But if 
the love of God fil the heart, there can ‘be no sin therein. 

VII. Consider the promises of God, In relerence to this great 


work. 


1. They are full, full enough. No Christian needs any thing 
more. No Christian, who has understood them, has ever had oc- | 
casion to lament any chasm in them, or any want of his soul, for 
which an adequate provision 1s not promised. 

2. They are not restricted to a favored few —a Paul ora John 
—but are open to all; and as full and free to one Christian as to 
another; which is just. as full and free to all as fullness and {ree- 


ness can be. 


3. They are not restricted in time; not to the period after 
death, nor to the period shortly before death. They contain no 
such limitations. And who but God has a right to.add any? 
Shail we add restrictions where God has made none? 

4. They perfectly meet the wants of this state of sin and trial. 

5. They show most exclusively that the provisions for holiness 
here made in Christ, are real provisions, made in good faith, with 


infinite love, for actual use, and accessible and available to all. 


6. When these promises are believed, and the merits of Christ 
wholly relied upon, then grace will entirely sanctify our soul. 

“To be filled with God,” says Dr. Clarke, “is a great thing ; 
but to be filled with the fullness of God is still greater; to be 
filled with all the fullness of God, is greatest of all? « ‘Divine 
light may increase and discover new scenes of wonder to the 
soul, which incite the passion of wonder to greater ardor. Some 
will rise in proportion ; desire and hope will follow after; and joy 
in rosy mantle, and crowned with songs of rapture, will have her 
place in the bright celestial train.” 


Says Mr. Fletcher, Speculation and reasoning hinder us to get 
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in the way, and lead us out of it when we are in it. The only 
business of those who come to God, as a Redeemer or Sanctifier. 


must be*to feel their want of redemption and sanctifying power - 


from on high, and to come for it by simple, cordial, working faith. 


And what the blessing is obtained, with Fletcher. Bramwell, 


Carvosso and others, we should profess it before men :— 
1. Because it cannot be enjoyed long in secret, when possible 
for us to make it known ; and ‘there is no more impropriety in 
professing sanctification publicly, than there 1s in professing justi- 
fication. Both are the work of God. 


2. God calls. upon us to let’our light shine before men; and 


this greater light should not be bonvtiled under a bushel. 
8: He designs, by this means, to make us instruments. in his 
_ hands of spreading this heav enly influence. A simple relation of 


the fact that God has sanctified us, will encourage others to seek 


that they also may find. 
Finally, as faith secures this blessing, so, in order to retain it, 
faith must be in constant exercise. i ees 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
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Mr. Eprror,—It is a well known and lamentable fact, that 
‘there are a great many persons among us that once professed, 
and no douht enjoyed the blessing of entire sanctification, but 
who are now destitute of it. The number of such is larve — 


~ they are to be found in all our societics and churches : indeed a 


careful inquiry would surprise us by showing vast numbers that 
have backslidden from the high attainments of Christian expert- 
ence. ‘hey have a clear recollection of their former experience 
—of the way in which they attained the blessing — of the peace 
and joy they felt, and of the strength and victory they obtained 
over every besetment ; but alas. self-consciousness convinces them, 
and the declension observable in their enjoyments and zeal, sat- 
isfy others ney are fallen, and they are now obliged to sing with 
the poet,— | 
What peaceful hours I once enjoyed ; 

How sweet their memory stll ; 
But they have left an aching void 

world can never fill ; 
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or perhaps desi more ‘appropriately express their feelings by ex- 
claiming, 


Where am I now? from what a height 
happiness cast down ? 
The glory swallow’d up in night, 
faded is the crown. 


Now this seems to me to be an interesting class of persons. 
They ought not to be overlooked, but especially regarded in our 
efforts to promote holiness in the church of God ; for they occupy 
a very responsible position in the eyes of the church, and of the 
world; for, having once enjoyed and_ professed the blessing of 
perfect love, and now having lost it, others will be in danger of 
becoming discouraged and prevented in seeking after the same 


blessing. ~ Could we succeed in producing a sufficient degree of 
excitement and encouragement in the minds of such as have un- 


fortunately lost the blessing in question, to prompt them to seek 
and regain it, it would be a matter of great rejoicing. But first 
we Wish to direct attention to the causes that have contributed to 
the result we so much regret — we say causes, for doubtless some 
lose the blessing by one means, and some by another. We re- 
mark :-— | 

1. Incorrect views of the nature of the blessing attained, and of © 
its attendant temptations. [tis acknowledged by all, that the sancti- 
fication of our moral nature is a high attainment —an attainment 
that cannot be properly comprehehded by “the natural man; ” and 
it is equally true, that the safety and preservation of any attained 


object or state of mind, depends essentially upon a proper under- 


standing, and a full appreciation of that object or attainment. 
Now a great many persons who experience the blessing, are not. 
sufliciently enlightened on the subject to guard against the pecu- 
liar danger of losing it, and having but little experience in their 
new state, they lost it before they have time to become estab- 
lished in it. No doubt if they fully comprehended the great 
work wrought in them “by the washing of regeneration and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost,” and were sufficiently apprised of the 
wily and re peated. efforts the Devil would make against them, 
they would be on their guard, and stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ had made them free. But how many fall here ; 
they perhaps did not hold the blessing only a few weeks or 
months before it was gone. ‘The enemy came — he whispered his | 
Inquiry or advice; they listened and fell. O what a pity, after 
having so long prayed and labored, and succeeded so well, to be 


deprived of the valuable attainment so soon. Persons in this 
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state should search the scriptures faithfully, aud earnestly seek 
‘and patiently wait for divine direction and counsel, that may 
a be ignorant of Satan’s devices. 

2. Neglect of constant and. faithful watchfulness is another 
cause. — There is no state that requires such a close, unremitted 
and undivided attention of the mind as the one under considera- 
tion. Being a state in which the affections of ‘the heart are su- 


-premely centred in God, and the powers of body and mind con- 


secrated to his service, of course When the mind is diverted from 
its great central object, and inordinately clings to any thing else, 
it fails to retain its witness of entire acceptance. 

Now the Christian is surrounded with innumerable occasions 
of. temptation — the sight of his eyes — the hearing of his ears 
— the company of his “friends — the avocations of life — scenes 
of reflection and of anticipation, all are frequently so many inlets 


of temptation tothe soul. Hence it is no wonder that so many 


sanctified persons backslide, when they cease to watch and guard 
agatnst these sources of evil. O how much carefulness and con- 
scientiousness is necessary, to walk with God, and to have a con- 
science always void of offence towards God and man. ‘Lhe 
Christian should carefully guard against light and vain or unchar- 
itable conversation, and over much excitement and anxiety on 


any subject excepting religion,  Sanctified Christians have avery. 


tender conscience; little things pain and distress them ; they 
are afraid of grieving the Spirit, and they endeavor to walk care- 
fully before the Lord. . But if, on the contrary, they cease to 
watch against the very appearance of evil, and relax their cflorts, 
their spiritual perception or discernment will be dimme d — their 
constant flow of joy interrupted — their strong desire to please 
God in every thing weakened, and ere they are aware of it, they 
are shorn of their “strength. Ilow many lose the blessing in this 
way. Perhaps the reader is among the number — examine and: 
see; did you not, in scenes of curiosity, or excitement, or discour- 
agement, neglect to watch and to keep thy soul unwaveringly 
staid on God? : 

3. Others lose the blessing through an unwillingness to ac- 
knowledge what God_ has done for them. “Ye are the light of 
the w orld ; let your light so shine before men, that they may see 


your eood works, and glorify your Father, w hich | is in Heaven, 


among whom ye shine as lights in the world. Neither do men 
light a candle and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick, 


and it giveth light unto all in the house. These passages 2 


all God’s real children, but they are especially appropriate to the 


sanctified Christian. He is one of God’ s large depositories of | 
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light ‘and truth. For him to withhold his light from others is 
a much greater sin, as his light may be greater than others. 
God: requires him to let it shine both by example and precept. 


Most if not all newly sanctified persons feel this impressed. on 


their minds. But here is a fine chance for the enemy to tempt 
and lead astray. He very plausibly suggests, ‘‘ You had better not 
profess the blessing quite yet, you may be inistaken ; or you 
should never profess It openly, for, if you do, others will watch 
you, and if you: happen to lose it, you will disgrace the cause.” 

Here a great many stumble, fall, and never rise again. When 
they felt “impressed to tell what God: had done for them, they 


hesitated and disobeyed ; the consequence was, the Holy Spirit 
was gneved —the witness of the blessing partially 


and, after a while, the blessing itself lost. | 
4. We finally as reason, and. doubtless the 


greatest reason of the whole ; why so many backslide froma state 


of holiness, that they do not carry out, in their lives and conduct, 


the principles and spirit of that state—ain other words they do 


not live it. 


Sanctification ‘implies the eradication of every evil desire sad 
affection from the soul, and the implantation of a principle of the 
most perfect obedience to all God’s requirements, of which man_ 
is capable. When first sanctified, the Christian feels prompted 


to the utmost faithfulness in loving and obeying God. As long 


as he fully and promptly yields to the dictation of the Spirit, all 


is well, and the blessing he has so recently obtained will increase 
rather than diminish, but many neglect, what at first they delight- 
ed to do. ‘They cease to feel and labor for others as they 


should, and they soon lower down the practical standard to which. 


they before attained, and hence they easily lose the blessing of 
holiness. | 


In these different ways, hundreds and thousands backslide, and 
remain without the enjoyment of perfect love for years. But there 
is no necessity of this. They may and ought to regain what 
they have lost. Could they be prevailed on to. do. this, “they and 
others would have cause of great rejoicing. — 

In another communication, we shall prescnt some considerations 
tending to prompt an inmediate effort to seek again for a clean 


heart. A. QO. 
Schoharie, N. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Nov. 5th.—Last ev ening. [ was enabled to be increasingly im- 


portunate with God, for more of the power of living faith — that 
faith which produces present results — that asks and receives, 
The language of my heart was, “For closer communion I pine,” 


assured the privilege of getting nearer the throne. felt an. 


unutterable longing for the power fo be enabled to present before 
the world a more persuasive and perfect exhibition of what the 
srace of God should empower the Christian to be —to exhibit a 
character, 


“Where all the Christhike graces so combine, 
As proves the bigh relationship divine.” 


T retired with an intense breathing after more entire conformi- 
ty to the image of God, in order to be more successful in win- 
ning more souls to Christ. 1 bélieve I fell asleep, Wrestling in 
spirit for the fulfilment of my desire. “his morning | aroused 
from. slumber. pleading that more of the image of righteousuess 
and true holiness might’ be enstamped upon my heart, While 
between sleeping and ‘waking: itscemed as though an individual 


stood by, listening to my petition, with which he seemed to be 


much pleased : whe nyas if in haste that my wuportunity should be 
gratified, he said, Give me your pencil, want to put a name to 
that petition; for, with the name of Jesus appended, it must be 
eranted Lawoke, realizing, in an eminent degree, the presence 
of God. IT felt’ that it was to ask what I would in the name. of 


Jesus. Andin that all prevailing name, T felt that the desire of 


my heart had been granted. 

| Before entering upon the dutics of the day, T asked my heav- 
enly lather for something from his word, by which I might be 
specially instructed, when these were prese nted. “A creat door 
effectual ts opened unto me, but there are many adversaries.” 
It carried my mind back toa marked period in my heavenward 
course, about a year and a half since. I had not yet entered 
into the way of holiness. ‘lhe infinite desirableness of com) tee 
hending all the length, breadth, depth and height of the salvation 


wrought out for me by the death and suflerings of the Son of 


God, stood all absorbingly before me Yet O! how the 
enemics that scemed to withstand ny onward course. [t was in 


this attitude of soul, with a resdlessness of spirit that would. ti.ke 
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no denial, that I waited before the Lord, and, with the heavenly 
chart before me, resolved to take God on the ground of his own 
-word.. I. implored special encouragement and direction, when I 
opened on the above encouraging and instructive words. It was 
a season never to be forgotten ! A page on the leaf of time — 
the recordings of which I am sure will be read with intense inter- 
est, when permitted. to review the annals of eternity. Though | 


ae not then fully enter the “poor,” in part from not apprehend- 
ing Christ as the “way,” I received views so confirmatory of what 


would be the result of decisive, patient, persevering action, that I 
rejoiced in hope, and received a blessed increase of holy heroism, 
~ which nerved me for the mighty contest that succeeded. That 


“door, great and effectual,” 1 soon found to be Christ. Every 


step of the way, Satan, with his legions of wily foes, opposed. O 


yes ! there were many ady orsnties. he rest of faith.’ the 
land of promise —* the kingdom a God,” where the whole em-. 


pire. of the soul slioould be the dominidin of Righteousness— 
all this was before me, and my spirit was not intimidated, though 
assured “that I] must, through much tribulation, enter into the 


kingdom.” The of my ardent soul was, Who shall - 


separate me from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? 
And it was when [came to this point — counting the cost fully 
— looking abroad on every earthly endearment and object of am- 
bition, with the resolve fixed, in the name and streneth of Jeho- 
vali, from that moment, to focken ‘all things: lone.” In such a 
manner as never to resume them again —as if at my own dispos- 
al,—that I was enabled to enter! And O how glorious the rest! 
is it a rest from the spiritual warfare? No! often, seeming- 
dy, it requires all the powers of body and mind united, to main- 
tain an onward progress, and my soul could not be at rest, unless 
maintaining an onward course. It is the way cast up for the 
ransomed of the Lord to walk in, not to stand still. I should 
not be in the will of God, unless, in obedience to his command, 
I “co forward.” Satan, with his emissaries, still withstands at 
every progressive step. And where 1s the rest of which Paul 


says, “ We who believe do enter into rest.’ Is it not found in the 


answer to the heaven inspired petition, “ Thy will be done on 


earth as it is done in heaven,” and does not this imply the whole 


being, being brought into obedience to Christ? If this is it, J 
have it. My whole. being is brought into obedience to Christ. 
My soul exclaims habitually and joyfully, ‘* Not my will, but 
thine be done.” The “redeemed of the Lord” do not fully rec- 
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ognize their “holy calling ’—are not in the element of rest and 
light in which their blessed Redeemer designs they should move, 
unless the prayer presented by the poet is answered in their ex- 
perience:— 


“ Let us, to perfect love restored, 
Thine image here retrieve ; 

And in the presence of our Lord, 
The life of angels live.” 


Since I entered into this rest of love, O what a place of broad | 


rivers has my soul found. Never before did IT run on with 
such delight in the service of God. Never before did I enjoy 


such a realization of the Spirit of God and glory resting upon 
me. I exult in the consciousness that the might of the Spirit 


nerves me in the performance of duty. Hallelujah ! the Lord 


God omnipotent reigneth, bringing every thought into obedience 
to Christ. 
Nov. 10th.—The Lord is enlarging my borders, and setting 


my feet upon higher ground. The Savior gives | ‘the tests by 


which we are to judge of attainment, whether gracious or other- 


wise. “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” “By an increase of — 


the gracious fruits of righteousness, I arrive at the conclusion that 
the ‘Holy Spirit has been drawing me closer to the embrace of 
infinite love. I realize that my interests are more closely identi- 
fied with the interestsof the Redeemer. I have continuously more 
ardent aspirations, inducing desires for more fervent, heaven di- 
rected action. Lord; help me! [would not be an unfaithful 
steward of thy manifold gifts —a drone in the vineyard. 

O how I long for the advancement of the kingdom of Christ, 


its universal spread. For this my soul is continually going out 


to God. “Thy kingdom come.’ And yet I see this object so 


intimately connected with the rise of picty in the church, the 


proper views of professed Christians relative to soil iced re- 


sponsibility, that I have but little faith in urging the former 


until the latter is reached. The promise ts, that “One shall 


chase a thousand.” And though the accomplishment of the for- 


mer does not depend exclusively on the accumulation of this 


world’s wealth, as the widow’s two mites bear testimony, yet if 


‘there were more of that self-sacrificing spirit in the church which 


holiness, understandingly enjoyed, necessarily induces, how soon 
would the world be converted. [ know that the spirit of holi- 
ness is that spirit that induces us to stand ready for every good 
work. And not only to stand ready to do the work, but ready 


for the sustainment in every possible way of every Heaven owned 
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project. Two or three months since, I passed through a trial 
which has been essentially serviceable. Abeel’s mission to China 
was handed me to read. My feelings were greatly roused rela- 
tive to my responsibility as an individual in reference to this mo- 
‘mentous project. Several years since, soon after my marriage, 
my husband had unburdened his heart relative to what he con- 
ceived might be his duty respecting a foreign mission. At the — 
time the hand of God was upon me in such a manner, that [| 
dared not discourage ; thinking that if J should stand as a hind- 
rance, God might ‘take me out of the way. Yet, though I did 
not oppose, I “did not encourage, and secretly hoped that he 
might be mistaken. And now the call for pious physicians was — 
imploring. | 
The debased, dense peshiiaticn of China, without God in the 

world, brought to remembrance all those latent feelings that had- 
erst slept j in my heart, and responsibilities were recognized which 
before had been unthought of. The work with its attendent de- 
_privations was presented before my mind with the vividness of 
truth. The cost was as fully counted, and the sacrifice as effect- 
ually made, as though the contemplated work had been already 
entered upon. « And now are you willing to devote yourself as 
fully to the work of God, circumstanced as you are at present — 
family, time and substance considered, as if already on mission- 
ary ground?” If so, God may make you instrumental in influ- 

encing minds here which will tell on the cause of missions! I 
. endeavored to weigh the subject in all its bearings as before the 
~ Lord, and was enabled to say, “ Behold thy willing servant! let 
_me serve thee in any capacity, only let me serve thee in the way 
that will tell best on the interest of thy kingdom. The peculiar 
sacrifices implied, in the manner that I then gave myself up to the 
service of God, have occupied an important place in my mind ever 
since. Should I calculate on spending much time in externals, 
merely intended to gratify worldly ambition, either in wardrobe, 
household, etiquette, or in the accumulation of wealth, if in: the 
mission field : ? How paltry would all these things appear, after 
having made sacrifice of ‘all the dear delights of ripe society,” 
for the sake of perishing souls. Ah, I should feel as if I had 
but “one work,” and thus it is with those “ sanctified throughout 
body, soul and spirit.” They have mainly but ‘ one work; 
time, talents, property, influence and family are all laid at the 
foot of the cross, and only regarded as instruments to help on- 
ward in the prosecution of this, his “one work.” 

And who are willing to be holy, but such as are willing to 
make the sacrifice of all to God. How many are praying, 
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“Lord make me holy,” and yet are not willing to be holy upon 
the only condition upon which it is promised. It is with these 
that my soulis burdened. O my God! make me more successful 


in presenting the duty and privilege of thy redeemed ones on this 
all important subject. 


“T see the perfect law requires 
‘Truth in the inward part; 

The full consent, the whole desire, 
The undivided heart.” 


Too many seem to regard obedience to the command, “ Be ye | 


holy,” as optional with themselves. How strange, when God has 
declared, ‘“‘ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord!” To 


what can the stupor so often witnessed on this subject be attrib-. 


utable. May it not be with some the resistance of light and oft 


repeated influences? ‘The Spirit resisted ceases to importune. 


—the light becomes darkness, and O! how great is that dark- 

O how fearful the responsibility of such, if we are indeed, as 
Dr. Clarke observes, ‘‘ responsible for the light that we micht have 


had, as well as for that which we have.” And are we thus re- 
sponsible? It must be so; otherwise God could be trifled with, 


and we might get away from instruction, by refusing to place 
ourselves in circumstances favorable for the attainment of it, and 
have less to answer for. I have known persons to act of this 
principle. But where shall I stop? I started from the point that 
holiness and usefulness stand inseparably connected, are necessa- 
rily identified, and the lamentable want of whole hearted Jabor- 
ers in the Lord’s vineyard, has urged my mind onward to an unan- 
ticipated extent in its researches. | 


Turice happy is the heart in which the word of Christ dwells 
richly, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. Such a heart 


shall be kept in perfect peace, while passing through this vale of - 


tears. Trials may assail, and griefs may pierce its tenderest 
part, but all shall still be well. Faith and hope will sustain the 
believer amidst the swelling billows, till Jesus shall place his ser- 
vant beyond the reach of sorrow. 

Happy is the man whom grace has united to the Friend of sin- 
sers. Because Jesus lives he shall live also. Whilst in the body 
he lives by faith in the blood of Jesus— by faith in the power of 
Jesus — by faith in the promise of Jesus: and, when out of the 
body, his perfect spirit shall for ever dwell with Jesus. 
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- 


BROTHERLY LOV I. 


‘How sweetly constraining is the Christian motive to brotherly 
love: ‘ Beloved, Iet us love one another, for love is of God ; and 
every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He 
that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love. Herein is 


i love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his — 
i ~ Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved 
al us, we ought also to love one another.” 

t : | | “One there is above all others, 

4 O how he loves! 

7 is love beyond a brother’s, 

| | how he loves! 

tt Earthly friends may fail and leave us, 

4 Hs This day kind — the next bereave us, 

| 4 But this Friend will ne’er deceive us, 

i O how he loves! 

Ta “ Blessed Jesus! — Would’st thou know him, 

Give thyself entirely to him :— 


Is it sin that pains and grieves thee ? 
~Unbelief and trials tease thee ? 
Jesus can from all release thee : 

O how he:loves! 


“Love this Friend — who longs to save thee. 
at | ~ Dost thou love ? he will not leave thee, 
Think no more then of to-morrow, 
Hai | Take his easy yoke and follow, 
Jesus carries all thy sorrow, 
O how he loves! 


“All thy sins shall be forgiv’n, 
Backward shall thy foes be driv’n ; 
Best of blessings he’ll provide thee. 
Nought but good shall e’er betide thee, 
Safe to glory he will guide thee, 

O how he loves!” 
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